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The Obama administration has ample opportunities to
lead Israelis and palestinians into bilateral peace talks,
but American policy makers have unfortunately been
more preoccupied with a deteriorating domestic
economy and a paralyzed political scene than with
finding a workable solution to this epic injustice.
Because Washington has offered no viable new
proposals,the least it can do is step aside and not
hinder Saudi, European and moderate Arab efforts to
advance Palestinian rights at the Unitad Nations,"
adding that" Saudi Arabia would no longer be able to
cooperate with America in the same way it historically
has...Saudi leaders would be forced by domestic and
regional pressures to adopt a far more independent and
assertive foreign policy. like our recent military support
for Bahrain's monarchy, which America opposed, Saudi

Arabia would pursue other policies at odds with those of
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the UnitedStates, including opposing the government of
Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki in Iraq and refusing to
open an embassy there despite American pressure to
do so. the Saudi government might part ways with
Washington in Afghanistan and Yemen as well."
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For more than 60 years, Saudi Arabia has been bound ”’
by an unwritten bargain: oil for security. Riyadh has
often protested but ultimately acquiesced to what it saw
as misguided U.S. policies. But American missteps in
the region since Sept. 11,an ill-conceived response to
the Arab protest movements and an unconscionable
refusal to hold Israel accountable for its illegal
settlement building have brought this arrangement to an
end. As the Saudis recalibrate the partnership, Riyadh
intends to pursue a much more assertive foreign policy,
at times conflicting with American interests."
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